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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Office action is in response to Amendments and Remarks filed 02 October 2008. Claims 
1-20 are pending in the application and are rejected as set forth below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1, 7-15 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US Pat 
#3,871,636 to Boyle. 

Re Claim 1, Boyle discloses an item of equipment (Figure 1) for a motor vehicle, of the 
type comprising a rigid supporting reinforcement (14) and a flexible padding (10) covering the 
outer face of the supporting reinforcement (14), the padding having an outer covering skin (12), 
wherein the padding has projections (24) that are made in one piece with the outer skin (12) and 
that rest on the outer face of the supporting reinforcement (14), and wherein the projections (24) 
delimit between them deforming spaces (See Figure 6) of the padding to give the padding its 
flexibility so that the padding can deform on touch at by deformation of some of the projections. 

Re Claims 7-10, 14 and 15, Boyle discloses wherein the projections are ribs (24) and 
wherein the deforming spaces are cells delimited between the ribs (24), wherein it constitutes a 
dashboard (10) of a motor vehicle and having an item of equipment (10), wherein the item of 
equipment includes means for putting space into communication with at least one of each other 
or with the outside atmosphere (See figure 4A). Re Claims 1 1 and 12, Boyle discloses the 
supporting reinforcement is curved to give the item of equipment its shape, and the item of 
equipment is a dashboard (10). Re claim 13, Boyle discloses the padding can deform on touch 
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by buckling of some of the projections (Figure 6). Re Claim 20 Boyle discloses the padding is 
more flexible than the supporting member (14) (Column 2, lines 15-20). 
4. Claims 1-6, 7-8, 10, 14-16 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US Pat # 5,577,766 to Niwa et al. 

Re Claims 1-6, Niwa et al discloses an item of equipment for a motor vehicle, of the type 
comprising a rigid supporting reinforcement (B, Figure 2) and a flexible padding (10) covering 
the outer face of the supporting reinforcement (B), the padding having an outer covering skin 
(10), wherein the padding has projections (18, 19, 14, 15b) that are made in one piece with the 
outer skin (10) and that rest on the outer face of the supporting reinforcement (B), and wherein 
the projections delimit between them deforming spaces of the padding to give the padding its 
flexibility so that the padding can deform on touch at by deformation of some of the projections. 
Niwa et al discloses means (18a and 19a) for attaching the padding onto the supporting 
reinforcement (B). Niwa et al discloses the means of attachment comprise snap-on devices (18a 
and 19a). Niwa et al discloses a housing (3) for accommodating a movable device (20) is 
provided in the supporting reinforcement (B). Niwa et al discloses a movable device (20) for 
controlling an accessory of the motor vehicle is accommodated in the housing (3). Niwa et al 
discloses at least one projection (14) of the padding (10) rests on the movable device (20), and 
wherein said projection (14) is separated from the projections (18 and 19) of the padding (10) 
that rest on the supporting reinforcement (B) around the housing (3). 

Re Claims 7-8, 10, 14 and 15, Niwa et al discloses the projections are ribs (18, 19, 14, 
15b) and wherein the deforming spaces are cells delimited between the ribs (See Figure 2), 
wherein it includes means (See Figure 3) for putting the spaces into communication with each 
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other and/or with the outside atmosphere. Niwa et al discloses an item of equipment (9). Re 
Claim 20, Niwa discloses that the padding is more flexible that the supporting reinforcement (B). 
Re claim 15, Niwa disclose that the padding, the skin and the projections are formed in one piece 
from elastomeric thermoplastic material (Column 3, lines 23-24). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

6. Claims 9 and 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Pat # 5,577,766 to Niwa. 

Niwa et al fails to disclose that it constitutes a dashboard of a motor vehicle. 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to use the device on the dashboard, for it is obvious that an air bag can be use on the 
dashboard and on the steering wheel on the vehicle. 

Re Claims 17-19, Niwa discloses the use of a synthetic resin material such as a 
thermoplastic elastomer of polyester. 

Niwa fails to disclose the thermoplastic material is polyurethane, polyolefin, polyvinyl 
chloride or silicone rubber. 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to interchange the thermoplastic materials for they are an obvious expedient in the art 
and require little to no skill to interchange as the design requires. 
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Niwa further fails to disclose the supporting reinforcement is a polyolefin thermoplastic, 
acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene and polycarbonate, and the supporting reinforcement includes at 
least one of an inorganic fiber or a glass fiber reinforcement. 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to use these materials for the supporting reinforcement for they are all well known 
materials in the art and require little to no skill in the art and furthermore are a mere design 
choice. 

7. Claims 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Pat # 

3,871,636 to Boyle. 

Boyle discloses the use of a microcellular urethane foam, which is a thermoplastic 
material and the supporting reinforcement is a plastic material. 

Boyle fails to disclose thermoplastic material is polyurethane, polyolefin, polyvinyl 
chloride or silicone rubber and the supporting reinforcement is a polyolefin thermoplastic, 
acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene and polycarbonate, and the supporting reinforcement includes at 
least one of an inorganic fiber or a glass fiber reinforcement. 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to use these material for it is an obvious expedient in the art to interchange materials 
and these materials are known in the art to use in the automotive art for the instrument panel and 
dashboards. 

Applicant may seasonally challenge, for the official record in this application, this and 
any other statement of judicial notice in timely manner in response to this office action. Please 
specify the exact statement to be challenged. Applicant is reminded, with respect to the specific 
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challenge put forth, of the duty of disclosure under Rule 56 to disclose material which is 
pertinent to patentability including claim rejections challenged by applicant. 

Response to Arguments 
8. Applicant's arguments filed 02 October 2008 have been fiiUy considered but they are not 
persuasive. Regarding the rejection over Boyle, applicant argues that the force applied to Boyle 
is not on touch, but the force applied to the dashboard would be on touch. On touch is broad and 
does not clarify the amount of force being exerted to make the projections buckle. Regarding the 
rejection over Niwa, applicant argues that the device of Niwa is not a dashboard. Claims 1-6, 7- 
8, 10, 14-16 and 20 do not claim a dashboard, and as for claim 9, Niwa would be capable of 
being used on a dashboard for it is for use on a steering wheel airbag, and air bags are also used 
on dashboards and therefore it would be obvious that Niwa would be capable of being used on a 
dashboard. As for on touch of Niwa, when honking the horn, the projection would be capable of 
deforming or buckling when the force is applied to padding covering. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 

reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
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CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MELISSA A. BLACK whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4737. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:00-3:30 ET. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Dayoan can be reached on (571) 272-6659. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

M. A. B./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3612 

/Hilary Gutman/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3612 



